Amended & Adopted 4/12/16

Amended 4/12/16


Introduced by Council Member K. Brown and Co-sponsored by Council Members R. Brown, Dennis, Newby, R. Gaffney, Hazouri, Carter, Love 
& Crescimbeni and amended by the Rules committee:
RESOLUTION 2016-218-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING THE RIBAULT HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS’ BASKETBALL TEAM ON WINNING ITS 11TH STATE CHAMPIONSHIP AND ON WINNING THE UNOFFICIAL NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP BY VIRTUE OF THEIR VICTORY IN THE “DICK’S SPORTING GOODS HIGH SCHOOL NATIONALS” TOURNAMENT AT MADISON SQUARE GARDEN; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Ribault High School girls’ basketball team is a powerhouse in the state and the nation, having won ten previous state titles and been ranked as high as ninth in the country by some polls; and


WHEREAS, the Lady Trojans roared through the regular season with only one defeat, a loss at the hands of Class 8A Flagler Palm Coast High School, and won the Class 5A District Three title and the right to host the first rounds of the regional tournament; and


WHEREAS, Ribault thrashed Jacksonville’s Westside High School in the quarterfinal and Orange Park High School in the semifinal at home and Tallahassee Rickards on the road in the regional final to reach the state final four for the fourth consecutive year; and 


WHEREAS, the Lady Trojans faced their biggest challenge in the state semifinal where they defeated Dunbar High School of Ft. Myers by a score of 51-44 in a game widely viewed as the de facto championship game, earning the right to battle for their third state title in four years; and


WHEREAS, in another dominating performance, Ribault captured the state crown with a 60-37 defeat of Orlando’s Bishop Moore High School behind 20 points by Renna Davis and 19 points by DayNeshia Banks, giving Head  Coach Sheila Seymore-Pennick her third state title in four appearances in the final four; and


WHEREAS, with each succeeding championship the Lady Trojans basketball team climbs the list of schools with the most state titles in Florida high school athletics, now tied for seventh place with 11 state titles, the most of any girls’ basketball team in the state, and a remarkable achievement for a public high school given the presence of so many private schools on the multi-championships list; and


WHEREAS, ranked number 12 in the country after winning the state championship and seeded third in the four-team Dick’s Sporting Goods High School Nationals tournament in Madison Square Garden in New York City, featuring four of the nation’s best teams, the Lady Trojans defeated 10th-ranked Seton Catholic Prep from Arizona in the semi-finals by 8 points and then put an exclamation point on the season by crushing two-time champion, fourth-ranked nationally and tournament top seed Riverdale Baptist of Maryland by 26 points in the championship game; and
WHEREAS, this outstanding achievement has excited the Jacksonville community, raised the profile of Jacksonville basketball on a national scale, and is worthy of commendation; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and congratulates the Ribault High School Trojan girls basketball team - Idamar Mojica, Kayla Rogers, Praise Russell, Rennia Davis, La’Keisha Battles, Nola Carter, Tiara Hutchinson, Shania Baker, LeTerra Ransom, Day’Neshia Banks and Laquanza Glover, Head Coach Sheila Seymore-Pennick and assistant coach Dorian Williams on extending their amazing string of success with an 11th state championship, and on winning the unofficial national championship of girls high school basketball by virtue of capturing the Dick’s Sporting Goods High School Nationals tournament championship, and the Council extends to the players, coaches, staff, administration and friends of Ribault High School its very best wishes for continued academic and athletic success in the future.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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